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M.09 DOE – Informal     September 16, 2008   
Presidential Permit Docket No. PP-305 
 
 
Anthony J. Como 
Director, Permitting and Siting 
U.S. Department of Energy, OE-20 
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20585 
 
Dear Mr. Como: 
 
This responds to your October 17, 2008 letter, Biological Assessment (BA) and request for 
concurrence on your determination of effects on listed species from the construction of an 
international transmission line.   This response is provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321-4327), the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712), and the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1531-1543. 
 
Montana Alberta Tie Line, Ltd. (MATL) applied to the Department of Energy (DOE) for a 
Presidential Permit to construct a single-circuit, 230,000-volt (230-kV) transmission line that 
would originate at a new substation to be constructed northeast of Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, 
cross the United States (U.S.)-Canada international border north of Cut Bank, Montana, and 
extend approximately 125 miles into the United States, terminating at an existing substation 
north of Great Falls, Montana.  The DOE has the responsibility for implementing Executive 
Order (E.O.) 10485 (September 9, 1953), as amended by E.O. 12038 (February 7, 1978), which 
requires the issuance of a Presidential Permit for the construction, operation, maintenance, and 
connection of electric transmission facilities at the United States international border. 
 
The USFWS concurs with your determination that your project may affect, but will not adversely 
affect, the threatened bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and will have no affect on the 
endangered black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes).   This concurrence is based upon the 
mitigation and conservation measures in the BA.  

 
This concludes informal consultation pursuant to regulations in 50 CFR 402.13 implementing the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.  This project should be re-analyzed if new 
information reveals effects of the action that may affect threatened, endangered or proposed 
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species, if the project is modified in a manner that causes an effect not considered in this 
consultation, or if the monitoring requirements will not be implemented.  
 For future inquiries on consultation, please call Lou Hanebury at our Billings Sub Office at 406-
247-7367. 
 
    Sincerely, 

                                                                                   
    R. Mark Wilson 
    Field Supervisor 

 
cc:   
FWS, Billings Sub Office, Billings, MT (Attn: Lou Hanebury) 
MTDEQ, Helena, MT (Attn: Tom Ring) 
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